Hi Sue,

Below are our OAME2008 updates for the executive/board:

A number of our committee members job-shadowed at the OAME2007 conference.  Great feedback was provided by the 2007 committee, which included details pertaining to Facilities, Student Helpers, Exhibits, Hospitality and Registration.  (Please see attached notes.)  Our committee debriefed the job-shadowing experience at our May 16th meeting.

Our Thursday lunch keynote has been confirmed.  Marian Small from the University of New Brunswick will present her keynote address focused on differentiated instruction.

Originally, our Friday Equity lunch keynote speaker was scheduled to be Stephen Lewis, however his fees recently increased by $2500, and so we have submitted a request to have Craig and Marc Keilburger from Free the Children speak on Friday.  We are awaiting a response from their coordinator.

The Exhibits committee recently visited the venue and mapped out the location for exhibitors tables, which will be used on the MCIS exhibitor online registration.

Connie met with Len Catleugh from Texas Instrument to discuss the T3 Regional Mini-Conference to take place during the OAME2008 conference.  A grant of $6000 US has been earmarked for the event.

John Kearns from Spectrum has indicated that he is interested in being a major sponsor for the conference.  He would be willing to sponsor the bags.  A meeting with John and the president of the company will be scheduled in June.

The Promotion committee has been busy finalizing the logo.  The draft was prepared.  The co-chairs will be meeting with a graphic designer to edit the draft and prepare the final copy of the logo for May 31st.

In addition, the Promotions committee continues to follow up with sponsorship letters sent out to local business in York Region.  

An MCIS working session has been scheduled on June 1st with Greg Clarke at the SMCDSB.  One representative from each of the following committees will be in attendance:  co-chair, program/speakers, exhibits and registration.  Greg Clarke has transferred the files to the www.oame2008.ca website.  It is our hope that MCIS speaker registration will be available by    mid-June.
