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Vision Statement for the Ontario Mathematics Olympics
The Ontario Association for Mathematics Education envisions the Ontario Mathematics Olympics (OMO) as an event that brings together Grade 7 and 8 students from across Ontario in a celebration of mathematics. In this welcoming competition, teams comprised of two males and two females work collaboratively as they engage in meaningful and creative math tasks by selecting tools, making connections, and representing their solutions in various ways.  Participants employ higher order thinking and effective communication skills as they investigate, reason, reflect and use multiple strategies to solve challenging problems. OMO activities provide opportunities for students to learn and apply skills and concepts from the Ontario mathematics curriculum for Grades 7 and 8.

What is the OMO?

OMO is a fun, challenging mathematics competition for students in Grades 7 and 8. It is usually held in the first week of June. The students are required to solve problems based on the Ontario mathematics curriculum. The events may be designed to be completed as a team, in pairs, or individually. The emphasis should be on collaboration versus individual performance. Students must demonstrate their understanding of the mathematical concepts and their ability to solve problems and to communicate their knowledge in various situations.

Each year, the event is hosted by a chapter of OAME. The host community arranges various social activities, which give the students a taste of the local culture and traditions. It is an educational experience that students remember for many years.
Historical Background
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In 1995, Jeri Lunney and Rob McLeish of the Carleton-Ottawa Mathematics Association set in motion a plan for a ‘different’ type of mathematics competition that promoted gender equity and celebrated mathematics. They envisioned an event that would capture students’ enthusiasm for the subject and foster a collegial, problem solving atmosphere. 

The originators of OMO wanted to be ‘constructive’ as well as ‘constructivist’. They envisioned students tackling complex and rigorous problems by building structures, employing technology, and applying a variety of tools, be they tangrams, pentominoes, trundle wheels, or CBL’s. They saw the mathletes gathering information from a variety of sources, interpreting relationships in that data, and predicting future events. They envisioned students employing higher order thinking skills as they tackle challenging and diverse problems. 

Both Jeri and Rob envisioned OMO to be action-packed. Participants would not be relegated to sitting in rows, silent, and sweating over solutions. The vision included lots of noisy and animated conversations, heated debates, and impassioned justifications.
Throughout the life of OMO, each year’s host committee has endeavoured to realize Jeri’s and Rob’s vision while, at the same time, infusing the event with features unique to the local mathematics community. 
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