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OMO 2006 REPORT

July 16, 2006

To the directors of the Ontario Association for Mathematics Education:

The SAME chapter was honoured to host the 2006 Ontario Math Olympics in Scarborough. Twenty-nine teams representing all but one chapter participated in the events that took place May 26th and 27th at University of Toronto, Scarborough Campus. 

Teams registered at the university beginning at 3:00 pm. After being shown to their rooms and dropping off their luggage, they returned to the registration area and had a scavenger hunt. It was silly and great fun. Next was a barbecue dinner, followed by their choice of cards or other games such as chess, basketball, or a deejayed dance.

The competition began the next morning, immediately after breakfast. This is the point where it became absolutely essential to have an army of volunteers. Three were posted in the halls to direct competitors to their correct location. Six were stationed in the competition rooms, two per room, to handle questions and make quick decisions on anything unforeseen that had to be dealt with. Fifteen were instructed on the intricacies of the marking schemes by our chief markers. One readied a computer for input of data, another readied a different computer for the slide show that would entertain the audience while the last event was being marked and the results tallied.


Students combined with others on their team or worked alone on four separate events that took forty-five minutes each. The organizers were very fortunate to have different writers for each section, so there were a good variety of tasks. Some questions were challenging paper and pencil puzzles, others required co-operation and teamwork, plus the use of manipulatives. For a look at these questions, please see attached.


Our trained markers kept up with the events and after the last question, the team got the results into the computer in short order. It took longer to determine the recipients of the special awards and the three top finishers in every event, since we were trying to recognize as many excellent students as possible.


It was a great success! I wish all the best to Ottawa, COMA, next year.

Sincerely,

Merilyn Fox

Chair, OMO 2006
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