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Survival Guide Outline: 
 
A survival guide can be completed at the end of each unit, or mid-way through the course as part of a 
summative assessment.   
 
Each unit contains the following: 

- definitions from the unit 
- methods/procedures 
- a worked out example for each method/procedure 
- note:  a good way to decide how many parts belong in each unit is to look at the number of 

headings the students have in their notes. 
- An extension – that says how the unit is related to real life 

 
The scaffolding that is required for the survival guide will depend on each class.  For example I 
complete the first two units fully with a grade 9 class, and then give them the outline of the concepts 
that need to be included.  While grade 11’s and 12’s are merely shown examples of survival guides 
and given the unit outline (the first few units only) 
 
You can use a Bristol board cover.  Glue the marking rubric to the inside cover.  There are many 
ways to contain the information in a survival guide.  The current elementary schools complete a 
concept book. You could also just cut a scribbler note book in half width wise and each student gets 
one-half of the book.  You could also use one large piece of chart paper for each student.  The chart 
paper measures roughly 60 cm by 90 cm. 
 
How to Fold the Booklet: 
 

 
Glue the back of the folded sheet into the Bristol board cover.  As long as all of the students fold the 
survival guide in the same manner, teacher sanity will be saved in the marking.   

Fold a 
hamburger 
fold.  Make a 
 
good crease. Fold a 

hamburger 
fold. 

Starting 
piece of 
paper 

Now it looks 
like this 

Now it 
looks 
 Like 
 
 this Fold a 

hamburger 
fold.

Now it 
looks 
 
 like this Fold a 

hamburger 
fold. 

And Voila! 
With the Crease 
to the Left you 
have the spine of 
your book, and a 
completed book. 
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Bristol Board 
Cover can be 
decorated. 

Marking Rubric is 
Glued to inside 
cover.  Inside title 
page of book can 
be decorated. 

Open the front fold of the 
book to put in Unit 1 
Summary Material. 

 
 
 
 
Unfold your page again to expose 
units 2 and 3.  Notice the borders 
around each of the units. 
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Survival Guide Sample Marking Rubric 

Level 4 Level 3 Level 2 Level 1 Level R 
All note sections 
complete plus 
extensions 

All note 
sections 
complete 

Most note 
sections 
complete 

Some note sections 
complete 

None or 1 note 
section complete 

All examples complete 
plus extensions 

An example 
for each note 
section 

An example for 
most note 
sections 

An example for 
some note sections 

None or 1 
example for some 
note sections 

All borders coloured 
neatly and a graphic 

All borders 
coloured 
neatly 

Most borders 
coloured neatly 

Some borders 
coloured neatly 

No borders 
coloured 

Unfold your book again and 
expose units 4, 5, 6 and 7 

The final unfolding exposes your final 
units, plus any exam review that you 
cover. 
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